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answers to questions of belief and practice, which from their
very nature ought to have been kept fluid, flexible, and free
to mould and adapt themselves to the continually changing
needs of life and society. Instead of allowing these doctrines
and practices to stand freely around the religion of Jesus as so
many temporary props to he taken up, used, and laid aside
again when they were no longer suited to new times and
conditions, the Early Church in order to prevent divisions that
would have been fatal to its unity, and so to its very existence,
was obliged to build these doctrines and practices into its own
structure, as part of a supernatural revelation from God. In so
doing it gave them that absolute, fixed, and unalterable character
which made them sacred in the minds of men, and would have
perpetuated them as eternal truths for all time.
, The first of these great, though, as I have admitted, neces-
ry and inevitable errors was committed when the disciples
and early converts took over from the Old Testament of their
fathers the Mosaic Cosmogony, and permitted it to be built
into the structure of the new creed. Jesus himself, in his
recorded utterances, taught no special doctrine of Creation, no
special philosophy of the origin and genesis of men and things ;
and it is probable that his mind being turned entirely on the
future, and on the speedy coming of the Kingdom of God, he
gave little thought to the matter, but accepted without question
the traditional account of Creation and the Fall of Man that had
come down to him in the Scriptures of his own people. But as
every religion must give some account of the Origin and Destiny
of Man, must embody in itself some philosophy of the World
and of Human Life; and as no religion can continue to exist
unless it makes that philosophy binding on all; Christianity was
obliged first to choose for itself some philosophy from among
those current at the time, and having chosen it, to make it
authoritative by representing it as an absolute and eternal
truth. And this it could only do by making it part of a Super-
natural Eevelation from God. As to the particular philosophy